
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, December 23, 2018  
Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 39-45 
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town in Judah, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice 
and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And how 
does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For at the moment 
the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed 
are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
In this week’s Gospel Mary expresses her faith in God with a resounding “YES”. Mary was 
not only the first Christian and Mother of the Lord, but she is also the Mother of the Church.  
During Advent time we find spiritual reading, prayer and opportunities that allow us to grow 
closer to God. 
 

1. Share a time when you found a chance to say “Yes” to God? 
2. Is spiritual growth a part of your Advent? Share one thing that you add to your daily 

routine during Advent that helps make your Christmas better.. 
3. Can you think of someone to whom you can reach out to in there time of need this 

Advent? 
 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


